The Kootenay Community Bat Project:
2005 Summary Report

? il
Lone Townsend’s big-eared bat reported by a resident

Prepared by: Juliet A. Craig! and Mike Sarell2

Prepared for: Columbia Basin Trust3 and
Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program#

January 19, 2006

! Silverwing Ecological Consulting, 915 Vernon Street, Nelson, BC, V1L 4G7,
kootenaybats@uniserve.com

2 Ophiuchus Consulting, RR#2 S53A C4, Oliver, BC, VOH 1T0, ophiucon@vip.net
%183 Gould’s Island, Golden, BC, VOA 1HO, www.cbt.org

*103-333 Victoria Street, Nelson, BC, V1L 4K3, www.cbfishwildlife.org




Kootenay Community Bat Project 2005 Summary Report January 19, 2006

Acknowledgements

The success of this project can be attributed to the involvement of many volunteers. We
wish to thank all of the residents who reported their bat colonies, allowed us to
investigate their roosts, submitted dead bats for identification, or provided us with
information: They are too many to list, but without them, this project would not have
been possible.

We would especially like to thank Sarah Roberts for her field assistance and for updating
the website and Tom Bradley for his GIS assistance. Thanks also to: Craig Lawrence for
organizing the community programs in Winlaw, the staff of the Pass Creek Regional Park
for hosting a public mist-netting night, Gwen Teichroeb for organizing the Argenta
events, Tamara Smith for providing graphic design support for posters, Dr. Mark
Brigham and Cori Lausen for sharing their technical expertise, Thomas Stewart for
assisting with cutting bat-house supplies, Per Wallenius for storing bat-house supplies,
Thomas Hill and Aaron Reid for their assistance with surveys, and Marlene Hebert for
her enthusiasm and assistance with field surveys and public events. Special thanks to
Angela Saffire for recording information on the Townsend’s big-eared bats near Winlaw.

We graciously acknowledge the Columbia Basin Trust, Public Conservation Assistance
Fund, Kaslo Nature at Night, and the Dancing Bear Inn for providing funding for this
project. We are grateful to the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program
for their administrative support, particularly Ross Clarke and John Gwilliam for
reviewing a draft of this report and to Mark Schnider for preparing GIS maps.

Public
Conservation
Assistance Fund

COLUMBIA BASIN TRUST

Craig and Sarell i



Kootenay Community Bat Project 2005 Summary Report January 19, 2006

Executive Summary

The Slocan Valley Bat Project (SVBP) was initiated in 2004 to raise awareness about
bats and their conservation, identify local bat species and their roost sites, and to provide
a resource to residents with bats on their property. The overwhelming enthusiasm from
residents in the Slocan Valley and surrounding area, and the success of the project in
identifying local bat species, led to the expansion of the SVBP in 2005 and its renaming
as the Kootenay Community Bat Project (KCBP). This report provides only a brief
summary of the activities and results from the KCBP in 2005. For a more detailed
overview of the objectives and methodology of the project, please see Slocan Valley Bat
Project: A Community Approach to Bat Inventory and Conservation (Craig and Sarell
2004).

The objectives of the Kootenay Community Bat Project in 2005 were:

1) To promote public awareness of the diversity and importance of bats through
education and dispelling myths;

2) To identify bat roosts on private property, some which could be at risk by
inappropriate management practices;

3) To work with resident to promote the conservation and enhancement of these
roost sites, including addressing landowner concerns (e.g. health, noise);

4) To encourage residents to record bat activity at their roosts.

In 2004, the focus of the bat project was the Slocan Valley. However, with phone calls
from interested residents throughout the Kootenays, the study area of the KCBP in 2005
was expanded to include the entire West Kootenay.

This project incorporated outreach, inventory, stewardship and conservation. The project
was highly publicized, and encouraged local participation in identifying and conserving
bat roosts. As well as raising awareness through advertising and public events, the project
included roost surveys. Approximately 137 site visits were conducted throughout the
2005 field season to actual and suspected bat roosts for a total of 229 site visits in the past
two years.

A total of 114 roost sites were identified during 2005, including 62 maternity roosts, 36
day roosts, 10 night roosts, and 6 unknown roosts. Seven bat species were seen or
detected in 2005 including Townsend’s big-eared (Corynorhinus townsendii), little brown
myotis (Myotis lucifugus), California myotis (M. californicus), Yuma myotis (M.
yumanensis), big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus), silver-haired bat (Lasiurus noctivigans)
and long-legged myotis (M. volans).

The KCBP continued to raise awareness about bats and engage communities in bat
conservation. With almost 230 site visits conducted in the past two years, and numerous
public events with high attendance, residents have been learning about the importance of
bats. The increased number of reported roost sites is indicative of a higher awareness of
the project and its goals. We hope that the continuation of this project will lead to further
public involvement and awareness.

Craig and Sarell ii
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Introduction

The Slocan Valley Bat Project (SVBP) was initiated in 2004 to raise awareness about bats
and their conservation, identify local bat species and their roost sites, and to provide a
resource to residents with bats on their property. The overwhelming enthusiasm from
residents in the Slocan Valley and surrounding area, and the success of the project in
identifying local bat species, led to the expansion of the SVBP in 2005 and its renaming as
the Kootenay Community Bat Project (KCBP). This report provides only a brief summary
of the activities and results from the Kootenay Community Bat Project in 2005. For a more
detailed overview of the objectives and methodology of the project, please see Slocan
Valley Bat Project: A Community Approach to Bat Inventory and Conservation (Craig and
Sarell 2004).

The objectives of the Kootenay Community Bat Project in 2005 were:

1. To promote public awareness of the diversity and importance of bats through
education and dispelling myths;

2. To identify bat roosts on private property, some which could be at risk by
inappropriate management practices;

3. To work with resident to promote the conservation and enhancement of these
roost sites, including addressing landowner concerns (e.g. health, noise and
smell);

4. To encourage residents to record bat activity at their roosts.

Study Area

- :: %

Kootenay Community Bat Project

B In 2004, the focus of the bat project was the

v Slocan Valley. However, with phone calls
from interested residents throughout the
Kootenays, the study area of the KCBP in
2005 was expanded to include the entire West
Kootenay (see Figure 1). Castlegar, Nelson,
Ymir, Balfour, Thrums, Shoreacres and
Kaslo.

The study area is located within the Central
Columbia Mountains, Selkirk Foothills, and
Southern Columbia Mountains ecosections.
The areas surveyed were primarily within six
subzones of the Interior Cedar Hemlock
biogeoclimatic zones: (ICHdw, ICHmw?2,
ICHwk1, and ICHvk1, ICHxw, ICHmw4).

Figure 1. Location of Kootenay Community Bat
Project in south-eastern BC.
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Methods

This project incorporated outreach, inventory, stewardship and conservation. The project
was highly publicized, and encouraged local participation in identifying and conserving bat
roosts. For a detailed description of the methodology for this project, please Slocan Valley
Bat Project: A Community Approach to Bat Inventory and Conservation (Craig and Sarell
2004).

Project Promotion

Advertising

Posters were developed in 2005 to advertise the project and to encourage residents to report
their bats.

The key to this project was advertising and promotion.
Posters were developed and installed throughout the West
Kootenay, and newspaper articles were written throughout
the summer to promote the project, inform residents of
recent findings, and raise awareness about bats (see
Appendix A). Several radio advertisements and interviews
were made on CBC, Kootenay Co-op Radio, and BKR.
Radio interviews were done for CBC, Kootenay Co-op
Radio and CKNW (Vancouver).

Website

The website was updated regularly
(www.kootenaybats.com) to include information
on upcoming events, and results from the 2004
field season. The website is currently averaging
8,500 hits per month, and they have come from
around the world including United States,
England, and China, although the majority of
visitors are from Canada.

Craig and Sarell 2
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Public events

Awareness about this project was also raised through public events. We offered interpretive
programs in Winlaw, Nelson, Slocan City, Argenta and Creston. During these programs,
we provided information on bats, addressed the myths about bats, discussed methods of
research, and provided information on local bat species.

Bat-house building workshops were offered in Winlaw, Nelson, Argenta and New Denver.
These programs, carried out in collaboration with the Slocan Valley Recreation
Commission, Nelson and District Recreation Commission, and HomeLinks School
respectively. Two public mist-netting nights were also offered in Argenta and Pass Creek as
part of the project.

In 2005, the Annual Backyard Bat Count was initiated. Held in late June and early July,
residents were encouraged to conduct an emergence count of their colony. During all of
these events, residents were encouraged to provide their contact information if they had
bats on their property and/or if they were interested in joining the bat project email list.

As well as local events, the Kootenay Community Bat Project received international
exposure. Juliet Craig, Outreach Biologist, presented at the Western Bat Working Group
conference in Portland, Oregon and the North American Symposium for Bat Research in
Sacramento, California, as well as provided the Keynote Address for the Ecological
Monitoring and Assessment Network National Conference in Penticton, BC.

Landowner Visits

As well as raising awareness through advertising and public events, we conducted roost
surveys to identify bat species and their roost sites. Approximately 137 site visits were
conducted throughout the 2005 field season to actual and suspected bat roosts for a total of
229 site visits in the past two years. Methodology followed that of 2004 (Craig and Sarell
2004) with the following differences:

o The “Landowner perspective” scale was not used in 2005. It did not appear to
capture the change in attitudes that was occurring as a result of site visits. Rather,
comments were written regarding the perspectives of the resident and any changes
as a result of the visit.

0 DNA samples were collected on big brown bats to provide to Jacquie Metheny from
the University of North Carolina to assist her graduate work. Only two other
samples were taken and they have not yet been identified.

0 A new company, BAT Management Services was formed in 2005 by sole
proprietor, Sean Smerdon. This company focuses on building and installing bat-
houses, and cleaning and modifying attics. Contact information for this company
was provided to residents with bat issues.

Craig and Sarell 3
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Results and Discussion

Education and Awareness and Public Involvement

The enthusiasm and support that the Slocan Valley Bat Project generated in 2004 continued
and grew in 2005.

Interpretive programs had high attendance and were
popular with both adults and children. A total of 17
interpretive programs were offered to community
groups, the general public and school children.

Cori Lausen providing guest talk during interpretive
program.

The bat-house building workshops were also popular, with all programs filling up to full
attendance. A total of 90 bat-houses were built through local workshops in 2005.

Bat-house building workshops in Winlaw (left). Participant (Raven) with his bat-house in
Argenta (right).

The mist-netting night offered in Castlegar at the Pass Creek Regional Park had 150
participants. Due to the large crowd, no bats were actually caught. However, participants
learned about bats and research equipment, and enjoyed a night out. Unfortunately, the
mist-netting night in Argenta was cancelled due to rain.

The Annual Backyard Bat Count had only seven participants in 2005. More promotion will

be done in 2006, as well as phone calls to residents with large colonies to encourage their
participation.

Craig and Sarell 4
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These programs provided key contacts in each community, and were instrumental in the
success of the project. By the end of the summer, 150 contacts were on the Kootenay
Community Bat Project email list.

Table 1. Summary of 2005 Extension Activities

Date Event Location # Audience
04-Jan-05 Kootenay Co-op Radio Nelson & Area Unknown
17-Jan-05 General Public Winlaw 9
19-Jan-05 General Public Nelson Library 50
23-Feb-05  MWLAP and MSRM staff Nelson 25
25-Feb-05  West Kootenay Naturalists Trail 40
28-Feb-05 Company of Older Women Nelson 15
01-Mar-05 Rotary Club Nelson 40
01-Mar-05 Brent Kennedy School South Slocan 25
01-Mar-05 Brent Kennedy School South Slocan 25
12-Mar-05  Bat-house building Nelson Recreation Commission 30
01-Apr-05 Western Bat Working Group presentation  Portland, OR 125
17-Apr-05 Bat-house building Winlaw 50
17-Apr-05 Interp Program Winlaw 40
13-May-05 Rotary Club Nelson 7
29-May-05 GRUBS garden kids New Denver 15
03-Jun-05 LVR High School Nelson 25
07-Jun-05 Interp Program Argenta 75
07-Jun-05 Bat-house building Argenta 75
08-Jul-05 CBC Radio Throughout BC Unknown
09-Jul-05 Garden Festival Creston 15
09-Jul-05 Garden Festival Creston 15
26-Jul-05 Kootenay Coop Radio Nelson & Area Unknown
09-Aug-05  Mist-netting night Pass Creek Regional Park 150
08-Sep-05  Interp Program Selkirk College student field trip 25
01-Oct-05 Vancouver Radio CKNW Vancouver & area Unknown
22-Oct-05 NASBR presentation Sacramento, CA (International) 125
05-Nov-05  Bat-house building Nelson Recreation Commission 50
23-Nov-05  EMAN presentation Penticton (National) 150
29-Nov-05  Blewett School (grade 2) Nelson 20
TOTAL 1236

Bat Inventory and Roost Sites

A total of 114 roost sites were identified during 2005, including 62 maternity roosts, 36 day
roosts, 10 night roosts, and 8 unknown roosts (see Table 2). Seven bat species were seen or
detected in 2005 including Townsend’s big-eared (Corynorhinus townsendii), little brown
myotis (Myotis lucifugus), California myotis (M. californicus), Yuma myotis (M.
yumanensis), big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus), silver-haired bat (Lasiurus noctivigans) and
long-legged myotis (M. volans).

The silver-haired bat was reported in December 2005, when it repeatedly flew into a

resident’s house. It is possible that this juvenile male bat had been hibernating in the house,
and aroused to find water or food.

Craig and Sarell 5
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For 2004 and 2005, 180 roost sites have been detected from almost 230 site visits. As well,
because of the high exposure of this project, roost sites from other areas of BC were
reported including Masset (Haida Gwaii), Parsons, Oliver, and William’s Lake. When site
visits were not feasible, an information package was mailed to the resident following a
phone conversation. These roost sites have not been included in the results since the bat
species were not identified.

Table 2: Summary of Bat Observations for the Kootenay Community Bat Project (2004 & 2005)

Common Name Scientific Name Fed/Prov Status # Roosts # Roosts TOTAL
2 2004° 2005
Yuma Myotis Myotis yumanensis n/a/ Yellow 1 Mat 2 Day 13
10 Mat
California Myotis Myotis californicus n/a/ Yellow 1 Night 1
Little Brown Myotis lucifugus n/a/ Yellow 3 Day 6 Day 45
Myotis 13 Mat 20 Mat
2 Night 1 Night
Western Long- Myotis evotis n/a/ Yellow 1 Day 3
eared Myotis 1 Mat
1 Night
Long-legged Myotis volans n/a/ Yellow 1 Day 1 Day 4
Myotis 1 Mat
1 Night
Big Brown Bat Eptisicus fuscus n/a/ Yellow 5 Day 3 Day 31
8 Mat 10 Mat
2 Night 3 Night
Townsend’s Big- Corynorhinus recommended 3 Day 5 Day 10 (1)
eared Bat townsendii T/Blue 2 Mat (1 Mat)*
Little brown or Myotis spp. 2 Mat 3 Mat 8
Yuma 3 Day
Silver-haired bat Lasiurus noctivigans n/a/ Yellow 1 Day 1
Unknown Bats Myotis sp. and others 3 Day 15 Day 64
6 Mat 18 Mat
11 Night 5 Night
6 Unk
TOTAL ROOSTS 16 Day 36 Day 180 (1)
33 Mat 62 Mat
17 Night 10 Night
6 Unk
66 TOTAL 114 TOTAL

1 Federal Status is Endangered (E), Threatened (T), Special Concern (SC), Data Defficient (DD), not assessed (n/a)
Provincial Status: Red, Blue, Yellow
Roosts: Maternity is day roost with evidence of parturition; day roost is no parturition detected. Dead bats and bats detected

w N

flying are not included in this summary.
4 One roost was reported by friends of a family who had a Townsend’s maternity roost in their barn. This site had already been
identified (Firman 1999)

Craig and Sarell
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Townsend’s big-eared Bat (Corynorhinus townsendii): Blue-listed

Five day roosts of Townsend’s big-eared bats (Corynorhinus townsendii) were identified in
the West Kootenay in 2005. Two of these roost sites were reported by residents (Castlegar
and the East Shore) who recognized the long-eared bats from a photo they had seen in a
newspaper. Another two roost sites were identified because residents submitted photos of
bats they had seen on their property. It is interesting that one of these photos is from the
Slocan Valley in 1995, indicating that other historic information may be available from
residents. These photographs are from Appledale and the Columbia Gardens areas. The
final day roost site was identified in Blewett, an area where Townsend’s big-eared bats
were not previously known to occur. This lone bat may indicate further roost sites in the
vicinity.

As Townsend’s maternity colony was also reported this year by friends of a family with
bats in their barn in the Fort Steele area. When the report was followed up, the family
indicated that this roost site had already been identified in previous bat inventory work
(Firman 1999) so it is not included in our summary.

Photographs submitted by residents of the Kootenays. (left) Photo taken in 1995 in Appledale
and (right) photo of bat in basement in Columbia Gardens.

The small maternity cluster near Winlaw was identified in 2004 (Craig and Sarell 2004)
was monitored this year. Resident, Angela Saffire took detailed notes on the activities of
the bats, providing information on the timing of arrival, parturition and departure (see Table
3).

Funding was acquired from the Public Conservation Assistance Fund to modify this roost
site. A design has been developed to add a small room to the roof of the building in order to
provide a quieter space for these bats. Although many residents had volunteered for the
project, a lead carpenter could not be found so the renovation has been postponed until
2006.

This colony was investigated further by staff from the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program (Hill et al 2005). Suspecting a larger maternity roost site in the
region, likely in a natural rock feature, Thomas Hill and Aaron Reid caught one of the bats
and put a transmitter on her on September 7, 2005. Unfortunately, despite extensive

Craig and Sarell 7
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searching they were unsuccessful in relocating this bat. However, the disappearance of the
signal may indicate another roost site (likely a rock feature) in the vicinity.

Table 3: Notes taken by resident, Angela Saffire, about the small Townsend’s maternity cluster.

Date Notes
03-Jun-05 Saw 2. She was away before this.
06-Jun-05 3 bats snuggling
07-Jun-05 4 bats - 3 snuggling and 1 loner
29-Jun-05 4 bats
29-Jun-05 5 bats - 4 snuggling and 1 loner (lighter in colour - grey).
13-Jul-05 Woken by bats crying. Maybe a cat that got them but 4 + 1 are there.
18-Jul-05 Noticed new babies. 7 bats.
27.3ul-05 Woken again by bats crying. Solo dude flew first. Counted 10. 2 slightly

bigger and 1 really small. Little ones left behind.
For past week, counted 7-8 bats. CBFWCP bat guys came and put on

07-Sep-05 transmitter.

08-Sep-05 Woke to hear bats flying. Squeaking. 6-7 of them.
15-Sep-05 Saw bat with transmitter.

25-Sep-05 8 bats.

08-Oct-05 3 COTO bats - 1 little brown

09-Oct-05 1-3 bats for the past while.

12-Oct-05 3 COTO bats - 1 little brown

13-Oct-05 3 bats.

15-Oct-05 Bats left?

Other Bat Observations

A well as Townsend’s big-eared bats, six other bat species were recorded in 2005. A
detailed database outlining the locations of these roost sites has been submitted to the
Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program.

Roost Enhancement and Conservation

Roost enhancement and conservation issues were similar to those of 2004. A number of
residents were frightened of bats and hoped that by calling the Kootenay Community Bat
Project, we could get rid of the bats for them. Some residents admitted to killing bats with
Raid, killing bats in the day time because they thought by seeing the bat they could get
rabies, or exterminating entire colonies with car exhaust systems. These same residents, and
countless others, were extremely grateful to have a resource that they could call to get
advice on what to do about their bats.

After a site visit, residents either let the bats remain where they were, or agreed to put up a
bat-house and seal the roost in winter months. With the new “BAT Management Services”
company, some residents were willing to pay for roost modification services.

Another conservation issue that was identified during the project was the decommissioning
of mines. One local resident reported:

Craig and Sarell 8
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30 to 40 years ago when we used to explore the Rossland mines before they were all
bulldozed or blasted shut, we would often find bats hanging from the ceilings of
tunnels. They were small, brown and usually in a very deep torpor.

Barry, Nelson

Inventorying mine sites before they are decommissioned is an important element in
conserving bat populations in the Kootenays.

The Kootenay Community Bat Project continued to raise awareness about bats and engage
communities in bat conservation. With almost 230 site visits conducted in the past two
years, and numerous public events with high attendance, residents have been learning about
the importance of bats. The increased number of reported roost sites is indicative of a
higher awareness of the project and its goals. The project has involved volunteers in putting
up posters, assisting with events, assisting with surveys, and monitoring roost sites. We
hope that the continuation of this project will lead to further public involvement and
awareness.

Recommendations

Methods/Approach

1) Continue to promote the approach of a community-based bat inventory method
throughout the Columbia Basin, and further afield.

2) Continue the project in a larger geographic area (e.g. entire Kootenay region) next
year.

3) Maintain a two-biologist field crew that encourages volunteer assistance.

4) Acquire a 1-800 number for roost reports, and work towards making this number
available throughout BC.

5) Continue to collaborate with small businesses making and selling bat-houses.
6) Encourage landowners to monitor their bat colonies and collect and report data.
Continue the Annual Bat Count to encourage community members to collect data

on a specific date every year.

7) Provide school programs during winter months to continue education and awareness
and encourage children to become involved.

8) Contact realtors, exterminators, roofers, house inspectors, and others who may

encounter bats to make them aware of the project as a resource for them and
landowners they assist.

Craig and Sarell 9
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9) Adbvertise the project phone number through the Pennywise and other local
classifieds, as well as through articles.

Conservation

10) Develop plan for Townsend’s bat-houses or modify an existing structure and install
them in various locations, including the Galena Bay and Perry’s Siding properties.

11) Collaborate with Ministry of Highways to enhance bridge roosting habitat by either
providing rough siding (so bats can cling to it) or by installing bat-houses under or
along the sides of bridges.

12) Collaborate with the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources to ensure
inventories for bats are conducted prior to mine closures and bat gates are used
where this occurs.

13) Develop plaques or window stickers to recognize landowners who are conserving or
enhancing bat habitat.

Scientific
14) Continue to examine the DNA of several bat species, especially that of little brown
myotis and all long-eared myotis’, to confirm the identification of these bats and to

contribute to the broader understanding of bat species genetics.

15) Collect more detailed roost site information including temperature, humidity,
structural dimensions, to better design successful roost sites.

16) Collaborate with Interior Health to acquire data on bat locations and rabies and

histoplasmosis incidents so that project biologists maintain accurate and recent
information.

Craig and Sarell 10
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Appendix A: Bat Project Press Releases, 2005.

Nelson & District Recreation Guide, March, 2005

Nelson & District Recreation Guide, March, 2005

Go Batty! -
Age: 8 & ap :
Many bats call our area

hove and your children are bound 1o
be curious! Let them enjoy the
wonderous world of bats with biologist
Julict Craig. The kids will learm all
aboul bats with @ shoef slide show,

crafts and games!
mE

Juliet Craig
Blue Room W
352

Tue Mar 29 L0e00-1 1 :0dam
Per Child: 53
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Kootenay Express, April 6, 2005

Build a batty abode

Toin Riologist Jubet Crug as she combincs furoes with
the Slocan Vallsy Recreation Comrmission Lo _prcumr.anmh-
e day devoled o bats® OnSunday, Apnl 17 from 11 mﬁ
3 p.in, conde om ol thi' Winlaw Hall where you can b
4 hat house for a numinal fe gml.l'u_:n' ael an update on the
Kootenay Community Bat Project iformerly knowi M mh:-
Slocun Valley Bat Project). The Winlaw Hall "14.11.-|.El"-. will be
haosting o tailgoie Garage Sale from lﬁ:m_n-m. i 2430 pumn.
the same day. You st pre-register Lo tuild o hat-housc su
call Stocan Valley Recreation at 226-0008 by April 11 w0
malke sure there are supplies for you. Tf vo arc m:.'ﬂ;!_lmgul;
partake in the Tailgate Garage Salc call Carey at 22G-TT02,

Craig and Sarell 13
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The Trail Times, May 13, 2005

Labraitbee H’l
SIMPLY BATTY: Rasidents countad over 505 bats amerging from their bat-house in the Slacan Valley.

Bat project expands in West Kootenay

The Kaoteriay Community Bat Project Is gearing encouraged lo call the Kootenay Community Bat
up for another year of identifving local bat species, Project it 362-2360 or e-mail
providing educational proprams and workshops, and  koatenayhatsifuniserva com,
assisting landowners with bat isaues, See wiw kootenavbats com for more information.

There are 16 species of bats in B.C., and half of
them are comsidered vulrierable or threatened,.

Wery little i known about bats and Incal biologists
are frying to change that, Following up on the sucess
of the Slocan Valley Bat Project last vear, the
Kootenay Community Bat Project will be éxpanding
its ares o include the entite Wost Eootanay,

“We had amazing success lnst year,” says Juliel
Craig, outreach biologist for the project. “Hesidents
were great far reporting their bats and allowing s
come tut to see them,

“We discovered aver 75 roast sites, including
LI‘:PGHHM colomies of the rare Townsend's big-eared

e

During a site visit, biologists will bring a bat down
[if posaible) from the aitic or barn for residents to
have a close look at.

Because they have their rabies shots, biologists are
able ko safely handle bats, allowing them to identify
them. They measure and weigh the bal, provide
information about bats to landowners, and provide

*Same peopls doh'F mind having buts in their
buildings, while others are looking lor methads to
remove them,” explain: Craig. ~w§' rovide people
with information and ideas for addressing their
issues, whether that means leaving the bats where
they are, or remaving them fram the roost site with as
little impact as pasaible,

“We also encourage people to monitor their hat
populations by letting us know when the bats are

turning from hibernation, or leaving in the fall, This
information is very valuable; sinee there is very lisfle
knowm about local bal species,”

Funded by the Columibia Basin Trust, and support-
ed by the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife
Cumjpenﬂalinn Program, the Kootenay Community
Bat roject is a leading example in Morth Amedca of
it communily-based project that engages the commu-

Craig and Sarell
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Kootenay Express, May 19, 2005

Got Bats? Tell the Kootenay

The Keotenay Cominuniey Bo Project
(KCRP) is gearing up for anoflier year of
dentifying looal bat species, providing edu-
cationul programs. and workshops, and
assisting fandowners with bat issoes.

There are siztcen species of hats in B.C.,
and hall of them are considercd vulnerible
or threarened, Wery lile 1= known about
buts angd local biologists wre (rying e
change that, Following apon the success of
the Slocan Vallew Bat Project last year, the
KCBP will he cxpanding its ares 1o inclodes
the entire Wesi Kootenay.

"R had amuzing suceess laso year™ soys
Juliet Craig. Outench Biologist for the pro-
ject, “Residents weere greal foo reportng
their bats and allowing us coomes out to scc
them, W discovercd ower 73 roosl siles,

Craig and Sarell

Community Bat Project

Blologists Juliel Craig and Mike Sarell gearing up for another year of identifying local bat species.

inchsding imporiant colonies of “the rare
Towensend's big-eared hat.”

Funded by the Columbia Basin Trose. and
supporied by the Columbia Basio Fisk el
Wildlife Compensation Program, the
Koolenay Communicy Bat Project 15 o lead-
ing cxample in Morth Amefica of 2 comm-
nify b project that engages the comn-
ity in bal copservation, incorporates local
knowledze in identifving meost sites, and
works with fandowners townrds the conser-
wvation and enhancement of roost sites,

If wou have bats living in your baildings,
wou are eneouraged to cull the Koatenay
Community Bat Project at 3522260 ar
emiil  konienaybas @ unizserve com,  See
wrwew koatenaybatscom for mere. infornma
tiain.
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Nelson Daily News, May 23, 2005

Batpmiectbuildsoffsuccessandpreparefsfornewseason'

WILDLIFE: Whether
you love them or hate
them, local project
will inform you about
the night creamres

By NLIETCRAKG
Spacial 1o the Daily News

The Kootenay Community Bat
Project (KCEF) is gearing up for
anuther year of identifying local bat
species, providing educational pro-
grams and workshops, and assisting
landowners with bat issues.

There are 16 specics of bats in
B.C., and half of thern are considered
viilnerable ar threatened,

little is known about bate
and Tocal biologists are trying o
success of the Slocan Valley Bat
Project last year, the KCBP will be

expanding its area to-include the
entire West Koofenay.

"We had amazing success last
vear,” says Juliet Crapg, Chitreach
Biologist for the project. Residents
wete greal for reporhing thedr Tals
and allowing us come out to see
thiem, We discovered over 73 roosl

sites, including important colonics of g

the rare Townsend's big-eared bal.”

Purifiy & St visit, Fulogists will
bring a bat down {if possible) from
the attec or barn for resident’s o have
a close look at. Gecause they have
their rabies shobs, biologists are able
to safely handle bats, allowing them
Lo identify them. i8] :

They measure and weigh the bat,
provide information aboul bals o
landowners, and provide ideas for
addressing concerns such as smell
anal ncrise

“Some people don't mind having
bats in theie uildings, whili: otbwrs
are ing for methods to remove
them," explaing Ceaig.

Resident’s counted over 505 bats emerging from their bat-house in the Slocan Valley, Whether you have prob‘:
Term bats ar just want to find out miore about them, the Kaotenay Community Bat Project §s al your service,

"We provide peaple with informa-
tion amad ideas for addressing their
isgues, whether thal means leaving
thee bitts where shey are; or removing
themn from the roost site with as litile
impack as possible. We also encoar
age paople to monitor their bat pop-
itz b Tebting s koo swhen the
bats are returning from hibernation,
ar Teweing in the fall. This snforms-
tion is very valuable, since there is
vy Tiblle known abed Tacal bat
speccs.”

Funded by the Columbia Basin
Irust, and supported by the
Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife
Compenzation Vrogram, the
Eootenay Communily Bal Projecl is
a deadding example in North America
of a community-based project thal
engages the wommunity in bat ton
servation, incorporates local knowl-
edpe in identifying roost sites, and
wiorks with landowners towards the
vonservation amd enhancement of
rooak sites.

PHOTE SUUMITT

T you have bats Tving in yon
buildings, you are encouraged o ca]h
the Koolsnay Community Bal
P'rogect at 332-2260 or email- koote
naybalafiuniserve, . See
wwirkookenaybatscom  for more
information.

Jubiet  Crarg 96 0 Registered
Prifessional Biolegisl with Siivesmwin,
Fenlngroul Conesplimy E

1

Kootenay Express, May 25, 2005

Breaking down bat fears

KOOTENAY COMMUNITY BAT PROJECT: Creatures of the night are nothing
to fret over, on June 7 learn more about bats at a special day in Argenta

WINLAW — Residents of Argenta
will be poing batty on Tuesday, june
7. as they build bat-houses, enjoi an
educational bat program, and see
bats up close when the Kootenay
Crommunity Bat Project (FKCBP) hosts
A Datty Day”,

The KCBP is & community-based
bat irrentory and conservation pro-
ject that is designed fo identify loral
bt species, maise awareness about
bats, and work with landowners to
conserve moost gites, The progect is
hosting A Batty Diay in Argenta’ fo

craise awatengss abeut siocal. bat
apecics, and encourage residents o
build and install bat hinases.

"Bats are very misunderstood and
feared animals,” says Juliet Craig
Dutreach Biologist for the KCBE
“Through these communify pro-
grame, wie hope to raise awareness
abowt bats, and encourage people b
install bat-houses to provide roosting
hakbitat,”

O June 7, there will be a kids pro-
gram on bais et 3:30 pam, at the
Argenta Community Hall, and from
4 to 6 pon., residents can drop in o
build their own hat-house. At 7 pam..
st nets will be set-up to try & catch
Jocal bata so they can be identitfied
atvd Tebeased.

"Tt's a wonderful oppartunity o

Craig and Sarell

learn mare about local bats and sec
them up close,” saya Craig, "1t will be
a fun day, and everyone 14 welcome
to attend.”

Ta register to build 4 bat-house
call Cwen at 366-0030. The cost far
the hat-howse building workshop i
55 per family / hotaehold, and ol
cther programs are free. Funding, for
the programs is provided by the

PROTC SLAKITTED
Kids participating in a local bat-house building workshop last year,

Columbia Basin Trust and the Kaslo
and Argenta HomeTinks Program,
To find out more about the
Eootenay Community Bat Project
or b report bats lving on your prop-
erty, call 352-22600 ar email kootenay-
batsfuniservecom, . Se¢  wWww
koatenayvbats.com fir more intorma-
Hon,
O

16



Kootenay Community Bat Project Summary Report

January 19, 2006

Nelson Dail

MELSOM - A rare Townsend's big-eared
bat was recently discovered roosting in
Blewett tiear Nelaon, and residents are
encouraged to veport bats living on their

property.

Biclogiste  from  the  Kootenoy
Community Bat Frojact have been search-
img For roost sites for two years Lo identify
local bat epecies, raise awareness about
hats, and waork with landowners who have
bate in their bulldings. Recently, a local

ortof bandoned buildings Jd 10 the
big-earl

'ﬁwm‘y af a lone Townsend's
bk roosting in Blewett.

"This eingle Townsend's big-eared bat
may mean that there i3 a matamity colony
of females nearby” says Juliet Craig
Onutreach Bivlugist for the project.

"Wz are encour, pw.rple o repaost bat
Toost sites to us ta help us identify further
raost ﬂll:eﬂ of this bat and other rare

The KCBP began as the Slocan Yalley Bak
Project last year and has elready identified
over 100 bat roast sites, including a Yuma
colony with approximately 1400 bats in the
Slocan Valley: Residents are encouraged to

News Au ust 15, 2005

bat found i m the Nelson area

£ ST
Townsend's Big-eared bats recently dis-
covered In Blewstt.
contefbute to this project by reporting bats
roosting  (living) on  their property.

Kootenay Express, August 18, 2005

Rare bat found i in Nelson

|
|
|
|
|
l
i

—————

Binlogists can come o the roost ite to iden-
tify the speces, andd will bring ane down
from the attic ur barn for residents to see,
Biulogists also provide information on how
o get bats nut of rour attic in o sensiive

wav.

& ..

"W ane s encouraged by the support of
residents to raport their bats,” says Craig,
“With their support, we are gathering
impartant information about the distribu-
tiom of species, These -data are valuable

sinoe few invenlories of bats have ever been

eonducted i the West Koelenay area,”

The Kentenay Community Bat Project, '

supported by the Columbia Basin Fish and
Wildlife Compensation Progeam and fund-
ecd by the Columbie Basin Trust and Habitat
Conservation Trust Fund, also aims to raise

Awarersess aboul bats, The projict oifers

bat-hotise building workshops, public tolks,
and nther events. Orer 125 prople attended
a bat mist-retting night in Pase Creek
Fegional Park Tast weekend.

Tor find out mene, go fo www koolenay-
bats.com ur contact the KOBE at (250) 362
12640 or kootenaybatsfunisere: vanm.

o

Biologists from il Koatenay Community Bat Project have heen :hun:rﬁlp for roost sies for o
years to identify lacal bat species, ralze warsness aboul bats, and work with landewsers who

| have bats in thelr haildings. Racantly, a local report of abandoned buildings led to the dizcovery of
| @ lons Townsend's hig-eared bal roosting in Blewett near Nelson. The KEBP bogan last year and
bt already identifisd ovar 100 bat roost sites.. Residents are encouraged o comtribiste to this pro-
' ject by reporiing bats roosting (living) on their property. Biolagists can come to the roosd site o
| idemtity the species, and will bring one down Irom the attic o ham for residents in see. Hiologists
! alzn pravida infarmation on how to get bets out of your attic in & sensitive way, To lind aut mars,

| goto wiwakootenaybats.com or comtact the KCEP a1 (250) 352-2260.

Craig and Sarell
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Nelson Daily News, September 10, 2005

A NEW HOME FOR BATS

WILDLIFE: A small
colony of at-risk bat
species will get a new
home, but skilled
builders needed to
help out effort

SLOCAN VALLEY — A colony of
Townaend's big-cared bats will be
getting a new home this winter as an
additicnal room is put onbo a Tesi-
dent’s houae just for the hts,

Townsend's big-eared bats are a
Bluetlisted (vumerable) species that
were fret confirmed in the Slocan
Wallew last wear by local biologista.
O of the colonies identified is a
amall cluater of females living within
a resident’s housg,

With few maternity colonies of
this apecies known in the region,
maintaining  this  group  of
Townsend's big-vared bats i3 an
important element of this species®
conservation in the Kootenays.

"T¥'s quike amazing that this group
aof bats is living where they arg, since
the builiding is both a residence and &
amall theatre, says Juliel Craig,
Chtreach  Biologist  with  the
Kootenay Community Bat Froject
[ECEPY, "This species is quite vulner-
able 1o disturbance, vet this group of
females hamgs cut even while there
ire dance parties, theatre prodiic-
tinns, and other lage dvents”

Cne steategy 1o encourage the
consarvation and expansion of the
colony is to provide the bats with
their own space. Unlike other Tk
species, Townsend's hig-eared bats
don’t live in amall crevdces so typical
bat-houses  won't work. Inatead,
Lheae bats requine large open cavitiea,
This KCEF haa successfully aoguined
funding  from  the  Habitat
Conservation Trust Fund fo build an

Craig and Sarell

additional oo to the house just for
the bats.

“The idea i3 o provide a small pri-
vate room perched on the roof of the
house that the bats can fly inko for
privacy and quiet! explaina Craig.
"In other parts of Morth Americs,
limiting disturbance for these bats
has resulted in larger colonies. For
example, in the United States a small
group af Townsend's big-eared bats
had beer rowsting shove a horae con-
cession for vears, When the conoes-
aion was closed and the building
became quict, the colony grew from
10 ba 70 hats. We are hoping stme-
thing similar will happen with thia
ciloma”

The small ropm addition will be
huilt in Cetober when the bats have
Teft t0 hibernate. Like most Llocal bat
apecies; Townsend's big-eared bats
hibernata in local mines and caves,
leaving the buildings where they
roost during the summer. .

The Kootenay Community Bal
Froject is seeking volunteers with
carpentry ekilla to help with these

— THGTE SRS
Small cluster of female Townsend Big-eared bats and their pups whe are
awaiting a mew roost,

rencvations, Funds are available for
supplics and materlals, but not for
labeur, ao the project is pelying anthe
generasity and intereat of residents
Lo help with this reniwiation.

Tt's a waonderful opportunity bo
do aomething conerete amd produc-
tive for our Jeal species at risk” says
Cratg. "Carpenters or handy-people
are encouraged bo participate by
offering a few hours of their Hme o
help build this unique atructure and
support this community initintve."

Funded by the Columbia Basin
Trust, the Kootenay Commumity Bat
Project is a community-kased initia-
tive te raite awarenase about bats,
identify local bat specics, amid work
with landuwners who have bats in
their buildings.

For more information on the
Kootenay Community- Bab Project.
call Juliet Craig at 3527260 or see
www koctenaybata.com. 1o welun-
teer your carpentry skills to build the
new "bat room”, plesse call Angela at
AEE0014.

LH]
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The Province, October 10, 2005

; HUTCHINSON
—%—E\'%m
i ia commumity

r alternative Lifestvles amd

ﬂllﬂﬂ W I

- o o thedr property, and, in some

- cames, in thelr homes. Tts pan of en

~ educitinn and conservanon effon
led by lucal scientlses and bat
enthusiuss,-

this in North America,” siys iulier
Craig, a voluntzer m.nmbeir!rou\f the
EKoarenay Community Bai Project,
a proup she helped found this year
“Theng are a bar of hat species here
i the BLC, Inerin. Unformmarely,
there are alen alor of peopls who
ar: really frighrened of them, We
ki that exterminacors keop gel-
l;ln calls about bats, but it i !E?al
HI them, So we created

rpml.m:g a9 A FEENOOSC,

“sye think that onee people ged o
ki thelr bats, they will bugin o
like: them.”

Muosl bats sar Insects, which they
can track wnd hunt desn in flighe
A bt can get thowgh 8 Tof of mos-
quitoes in a night. They have hig
sppetites becanse of all the fying
they have Lo da,

Craig and Sarell

“es” that peeplo can ereel

communal living is attempling (0
with offers of

“There's never boen LI.EI}‘IhiﬂEukE. i

haar,mzmﬁfammperwv&

The Bat Projoct is
rajsing maoney Lo build
malti-chamber "bathows-

et o theic 55, myplca!
hathouse s aroend
250 brown bats.
in helght and depth apd an: migde

o fir plywnod or cedar. In cool Gic
matles, they are palatod o dark:

cnleur .

They are also inpxpensivis in IJ:u:
shocan Vallew, & small."cow
“atyie hitj:lm.wa can be bought b
s flle as 4

“Tha hnur-eq arrach to the top ula
tall winden post, ar to the side of
a huiiding. well away from predi
1ors and brighe lights,

‘The response has been encour-

‘ The truth about bats

Ilﬂ! Ht sonar Imrts :
{: mmh‘ hﬂqqmﬂ salnd Thess sound wases reflect cdfuf
pulses, wm,:}?w human(:gafmmm surfanes (o Aty echoes that the bats

o A e with ﬁ]el_ra_ars

aging. -
gﬂﬁ-ﬁu
@ prery
fun|

arpa,with a
lon of colourfil
,gmple " Craig
Ay “Penple here
are 0[:9'“ i differant

HIEHE

Tiecently, a Slocan Valley
winman discoversd a colomy
of 00 Yuma bats in her attic,

Fathir than attempr an evicdon,

* she dialled the Bat Project. Mom-

bers wenz al¥e m coa the bars from

~th wormadrs aftle and direct them
& bat huwse Dey had budlt beside
her ho

M

Tha Bat Project hus also enmimis-
sinned an architect o designa
unigue “hat extension” insidea
Tncal theatre. The additon will rest
cight metres above the theatre:
slape wnd will house & amall eolomy
of Townscend s big eared bats,

Considered an endangered
specics in IO, the Townsand's buts
T 1 smill Ty, 8 Bulhags nese,
aml yes, huge ears.

Cralg calls them “rabbil-like.”

T mnst. they might secie mure
creapy than coddly, But Angela
leniess s come to bove and respec
all 10 of her hatty oommates,

Caretaker of tha Little Meyic The:
iwtre [ bouse the Jast four yers, Joncs
also lives in the hudlding. :

With the bais

“When I moved heve, Tvas told
them werne bats Huing lnside, but
thie dicin’t besther me” she says,

ad e therefive unsuit-
‘el fur direct en-hahitarion

The
baits are
nol house
trained, but
thut’s pot a5 big
a problemyis one
t think, adds

like
Ca

I'|ﬂEIIi
e
e
shaft

Jones, U
se

*They are preiiy L;-.iy,
shim inists. “They drog their
Fuano more or loss in one
place, and there'’s not & bot of iL

ulij usp eolleer it and throw it ool
sidle,

“itls gond For the garden. Plus the
bats e up all the mosgquitoes end -
bugs.” {

This year, one of the bats
geve birth wa small Hier of
pups: The sound the mioth- &
er mada during the
pﬁn;u[ 1 think they're
really interesting,” fonies
Sifye

'lmJ Iries

“Not really,” she can-
cedes, “They don't seem
o pay mieh arention o
me, ur 1o our perfor-
mances. They just hang
ahove the stage and sheep”™

Ideally, Jones' bats would
e affered wew quarieos
aurslde of the theatre, ina
Trand newe hae house,

Hags can carry rabies,

with humans. But thay
don'l seem 16 want o
§[ELUEN

The Bl Project decided

How to build
a bat house

A bt house shoald be Instalied wheare |
receives plenty of sunshine within the pn
ty of swrface water, Samatimes bats will ¢
ara new howia within a faw waaks, but it
taka therm up Lo two veass, Hanging your
hiauise Bafore Apeil may (ncrease the char
aarly Gocupancy.

r
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Appendix B: Maps of roost site locations, 2004 & 2005.
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Kootenay Community Bat Project - Bat Observations 2004 & 2005

(@]

Bat Species a Silver-haired Bat Roost Type
a Big Brown Bat Lasionycteris r_loctlvagans e Day roost
N Eptesicus fuscus - Townsend's Big-eared Bat .
o5 10 20 . California Myotis Corynorhinus townsendii = Maternity roost
kilometres Myotis californicus a Western Long-eared Myotis @  Night roost
Little Brown Myotis Myotis evotis s Inci hti
. . . ncidental Sightin
UTM zone 11, NAD 83 " Myotis lucifugus »  Yuma Myotis ghting
Long-legged Myotis Myotis yumanensis = No Bats Observed
Myotis volans - Unidentified Myotis
Myotis sp.
0 Unidentified Bat
: January 17, 2006 SLKGIS2\WORK\SRM\NEL\WORKAREA\CBFWCP\SLOCAN_BAT\2005\SLOCAN_BAT_FIG2.MXD

olumbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program $MAPS/SLOCAN BAT/2005/SLOCAN BAT FIG2.PDF



Kootenay Community Bat Project - Bat Observations 2004 & 2005

(@]

olumbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program

Bat Species - Silver-haireq Bat Roost Type
. Big Brown Bat Lasionycteris r_loctlvagans e Day roost
N Eptesicus fuscus a lownsend's Big-eared Bat )
o o5 10 20 . California Myotis Corynorhinus townsendii = Maternity roost
kilometres Myotis californicus a Western Long-eared Myotis @  Night roost
Little Brown Myotis Myotis evotis s Inci i
. . . cidental Sightin
UTM zone 11, NAD 83 - Myotis lucifugus » Yuma Myotis ghling
Long-legged Myotis Myotis yumanensis = No Bats Observed
Myotis volans - Unidentified Myotis
Myotis sp.
0 Unidentified Bat
: January 17, 2006 SLKGIS2\WORK\SRM\NEL\WORKAREA\CBFWCP\SLOCAN_BAT\2005\SLOCAN_BAT_FIG1.MXD

$MAPS/SLOCAN BAT/2005/SLOCAN BAT FIG1.PDF
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Kootenay Community Bat Project - Bat Observations 2004 & 2005
Bat Species a Silver-haired Bat Roost Type
\ a Big Brown Bat La3|onycte,r|s r_loctlvagans e Day roost
Eptesicus fuscus - Townsend's Big-eared Bat .
o> 10 20 . California Myotis Corynorhinus townsendii = Maternity roost
kilometres E/'It)g)tlss cahfo;:lnmi_s - \l\//lv;gttgrgvlaotir;g-eared Myotis @  Night roost
ittle Brown Myotis A Inci | Sighti
UTM zone 11, NAD 83 " Myotis lucifugus »  Yuma Myotis ncidental Sighting
Long-legged Myotis Myotis yumanensis = No Bats Observed
Myotis volans - Unidentified Myotis
Myotis sp.
0 Unidentified Bat
,-._ January 17, 2006 SLKGIS2\WORK\SRM\NEL\WORKAREA\CBFWCP\SLOCAN_BAT\2005\SLOCAN_BAT_FIG3.MXD

(@]

olumbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program $MAPS/SLOCAN BAT/2005/SLOCAN BAT FIG3.PDF



